
I’M AUSTRALIAN TOO 

Book Title 

I’m Australian Too, written by Mem Fox and illustrated Ronojoy Ghosh 

Book Introduction 
I’m Australian Too shares a variety of stories of Australia and the places that Australians, their parents and 

grandparents have come from. It is a celebration of multiculturalism and an exploration of the cultural diversity that is 

modern Australia. I’m Australian Too recognises the importance of knowing one’s origins and validates the fact that 

regardless of where we or our ancestors have come from, we are all equally Australian. 

Levels of Questioning: Surface, Deep and Transfer 
Lower Primary Upper Primary 

S: Word Solving- Write the word, the meaning and draw 

a picture to match (Australian, too, share, family, 

capsized) 

D: Where were you, your parents and your 

grandparents born? As a class, discuss all the places 

where classmates and their family members were born 

and if they have moved countries.  

T: Class discussion: Australian national anthem. What do 

you think the words in the song mean? How do the lyrics 

of ‘Advance Australia Fair’ relate to I’m Australian Too? 

S: Word Solving- Write the word, the meaning and draw a 

picture to match (hungry, million, nonno, niece, homesick, 

fled, hail, strife, refugee) 
 

D: There are others who one day will also be Australian too, 

but are still waiting and hoping to be allowed to belong. 

What does it mean to belong.  
 

T: Write a short story from the point of view of the refugee 

child in the book, sharing their feelings, hopes, and dreams. 

Making connections: Responding to reading  
Text to Self: How many Australian cities and towns are mentioned in the book? Where are they? Locate all the places 

in Australia on a map and mark the places where you have lived or visited. 

Text to Text: Choose one of the marked places on the map, research online to find an article or book about the same 

location and some facts to include in a brief paragraph about the similarities. 

Text to World: There is one character in the story who isn’t Australian. Why do you think they want to be an Australian? 

Where do you think they are living now? What do you think it feels like to be living their life? 

 



 

Links to the Victorian Curriculum 
The book is aimed at children aged 3-10. However, the themes and ideas it raises apply to readers of any age. 

Similarly, links to the Victorian Curriculum can be made from Level A through to 6 in Reading and Viewing Geography 

and Health and Physical Education. Some of these links are included below. 

Reading and Viewing 

Level B Level D Foundation Level 2 Level 4 Level 6 
I can 

recognise 

familiar 

objects and 

images in 

stories and 

informative 

texts 

(VCELA040) 

I can make 

connections 

between 

texts and 

personal 

experiences 

(VCELT113) 

I can use 

comprehension 

strategies to understand 

and discuss texts 

(VCELY153) 

I can use 

comprehensi

on strategies 

to build literal 

and inferred 

meaning and 

begin to 

analyse texts 

(VCELY222) 

I can use 

comprehension 

strategies to build 

literal and inferred 

meaning, link ideas 

and analyse or 

evaluate texts 

(VCELY288) 

I can use 

comprehension 

strategies to 

interpret, analyse 

and compare 

information and 

ideas across a 

range of texts 

(VCELY347) 

Health and Physical Education: Personal, Social and Community Health 
Express their 

feelings, 

needs, likes 

and dislikes 
(VCHPEP019) 

Identify 

emotional 

responses 

and describe 

their feelings 

using pictures 

and/or words 

(VCHPEP047) 

Identify and describe 

emotional responses 

people may experience 

in different situations 

(VCHPEP061) 

Describe 

ways to 

include 

others to 

make them 

feel that they 

belong 

(VCHPEP075) 

Describe factors 

that can positively 

influence 

relationships and 

personal wellbeing 

(VCHPEP092 

Examine the 

influence of 

emotional 

responses on 

behaviour, 

relationships and 

health and 

wellbeing 

(VCHPEP110) 

Geography 
The 

connection 

of self to 

other 

places in 

Australia 

and across 

the world 

(VCGGK023) 

Locating 

familiar 

places and 

label place 

and purpose 

(VCGGK049) 

Representation of the 

location of places and 

their features on maps 

and models, including a 

globe, and the location 

of the major 

geographical divisions of 

the world in relation to 

Australia (VCGGK063) 

Connections 

of people in 

Australia to 

other places 

in Australia 

and across 

the world 

(VCGGK065) 

Similarities and 

differences 

between places in 

terms of their type 

of settlement, 

demographic 

characteristics and 

the lives of the 

people who live 

there (VCGGK084) 

Describe and 

explain 

interconnections 

within places and 

between places, 

and the effects of 

these 

interconnections 

(VCGGC087) 

 

https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP019
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP047
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP061
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP075
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP092
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCHPEP110
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK023
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK049
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK063
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK065
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGK084
https://victoriancurriculum.vcaa.vic.edu.au/Curriculum/ContentDescription/VCGGC087

